THE SECURITY
DISTILLERY

LECTURE SERIES:
EVERYDAY PEACE
INDICATORS

OCTOBER - 152020

Research reproduced in this summary document with the kind permission O
Pamina Firchow



RATIONALE &
SPEAKER

In recent decades peacebuilding and peacekeeping
operations carried out by the United Nations have become
the cornerstone of the UN's global operations. With this
upscaling in operation size and complexity, there have
been critiques that the solutions being pursued are ones
that meet Western ideas of success rather than that of
local populations. The concept of everyday peace
indicators works to solve this relationship by turning to local
communities instead of foreign experts to measure difficult
to quantify subjects such as reconciliation, peace, security,
and radicalization.

Dr. Pamina Firchow is the Principal Investigator and CEO
of Everyday Peace Indicators, as well as an Associate
Professor in the Conflict Resolution and Coexistence
program within the Heller School for Social Policy and
Management at Brandeis University. Her research
interests include political violence, transitional justice
(especially victim reparations), reconciliation, and
peacebuilding.
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Everyday Peace Indicators (EPI)

Everyday Peace Indicators seeks to provide
communities a method of depoliticizing the peace
process, and empowering communities and
beneficiaries to define their own concepts of peace
post-conflict.

At is core EPI is a research methodology to create
community-generated indicators of Peace which
attempts to bridge epistemological and
methodological divisions in the social sciences



EPI Process

1.Develop: Researchers and local partners conduct
focus group sessions and gather indicators from
communities that are already being used.

2.Verify: Participants go through and refine the list of
indicators and have the entire community vote on the
indicators.

3.Design: Teams use Everyday Indicators to design
projects that meet the needs of the community.

4.Fieldworkers: Survey the community with a refined lit
of indicators; surveys are repeated several times to
meausre change.

Examples of Everyday Peace Indicators from
studies in Uganda & Colombia

Atiak, Uganda: “Can the boda-boda cycli
areas?”

Odek, Uganda: “Can you di

El Salado, Colombi




Case Studies: Don Gabrie
El Salado

Background: Don Gabriel and El Salado were
study as both reside within the same region
are similar in regards to their distance fro
population size, agricultural style, an
2001 and 2000 respectively. Whi
Salado received significantly more
victimization & displacement than Do

Findings: The case study's findings sugg
are effective at achieving increased levels
may come with the cost of higher perceived inse

The indicator analysis suggests that this may be
done to help communities heal and reconstruct soc
promote coexistence and improve community security.

This finding is in contrast to much of the academic and policy
advocates for increased economic development and infrastructure
toward the achievement of peace and security without taking into
consideration social issues such as community cohesion
interdependence.

Moving Forward: The findings of this study have major implications for how
we measure peace conceptually, as well as how we measure peacebuilding
effectiveness on a project level by stressing the critical importance of the
small p and social dimensions of peacebuilding interventions, which are
often forgotten or sidelined in the rush to “reconstruct” or “stabilize.”

The first step toward determining what works best is to actively include
communities not only as sources of data in measurement, but also as
partners in the design of the tools used to evaluate them.
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